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Joseph Conrad’s Interest in Japan

Kenji Tanaka

Joseph Conrad had a lifelong interest in Japan that went well beyond Japan’s relative position
on a sailing chart. In this paper, the present author looks at three manifestations of this interest.

As early as 1877, Conrad may have had some contact with the Japanese Council in Marseille.
Some public documents there prove that the former consulate still exists in Marseille and it takes
only 5 to 6 minutes to walk from the last place where Joseph Conrad rented in the port city. The
former consulate-building is close to the foot of the hill where Notre Dam de la Garde stands; in
Personal Record Conrad he made use of the church as a target for safe navigation.

In 1904, Conrad contributed a protest letter to The Times on The North Sea Incident during The
Russo-Japanese War. The Incident suggests the coming of the dark-age; Conrad had the insight
into the dark aspects of the twentieth century when many people suffered from world wars and
conflicts.

And in 1922, Joseph Conrad welcomed Tadaichi Hidaka quite friendly, a professor of English
and American Literature of Waseda University in Japan, to Oswald’s near Canterbury.  According
to one of Hidaka's essays, his asking for translation of Conrad’s works into Japanese at Oswald's
was generously accepted by the author.

Using archival information about the former Japanese Consulate in Marseille, France and in
Kagoshima, Japan, some nautical data of the North Sea Incident found in the UK, and the
interview with Conrad that was later reported by the Japanese scholar, some light will be shed on
Conrad’s interest in Japan.
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Abstract

Since AIS coming into being on board, it becomes more convenient to get the navigational
information and also in the near future it is expected that a lot of navigational information will be
fulfill as the development of e-Navigation will be proceeding. So it will be required that the
fusion of navigational information should be proceeded to increase the reliability according to
satisfy not only Safety but also Efficiency of marine navigation.

It is often said that the target ship’s information by ARPA or TT, which is new technical word in
IMO regulation and means Target Tracking, is different from the visual information or AIS
information, and the fusion of ARPA and AIS is essential to safety navigation. The prior and
existing fusion of ARPA and AIS is very simple which is only to judge the differences within the
defined conditions or not. The fusion should be efficient, effective and also reliable to
complement the limitations of each information using the superiority of each.

In this paper, authors survey the consistency of characteristics and performances between the
ARPA data such as true vector, relative vector, CPA and TCPA, and the AIS data such as heading,
SOG (Speed Over the Ground), COG (Course Over the Ground) as the first step of proceeding the
fusion of nautical information, it will be concluded for the fusion of navigational information
which are ARPA data and AIS data or GNSS data to avoid collision should be essential to keep
and to enhance not only the safety but also the efficiency navigation, and the new algorithm of
the fusion of navigational information will be presented and discussed the necessity of Visual
Sight to gain the quality of navigational information.
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Abstract

Nowadays, it is very often-used to apply the ALS information to the safety navigation and efficient
ship operation especially to observe the ships movements on shore side not only by the terrestrial
station but also by the satellite. But the performance of AIS is not perfect communication system
according to economical transmitting or broadcasting system using TDMA Time Division Multiple
Access. Some of authors surveyed the performance of transmission (it is better to say “reception”
instead of “transmission”) distances which are related by the antenna height (6 meters, 11 meters
and 25 meters), and in the case of the lower antenna height it shows the poor transmission distance.
ITE also shows the reception signal level at the antenna height 6 meters and 30 meters. It is often
said to use Class B for a small vessel or boat for fishery. In the case of a fishery boat it is possible
that her antenna height is lower than 6 meters or so, then her reception distance from target ship
should be smaller than several nautical miles, and sometimes missing AIS reception signals. In this
paper, first the onboard reception performance for a small boat of which the antenna height is
approximately 3 ~ 5 meters of AIS Class A and/or B are surveyed. Next according to the
development of AIS reception performance, the antenna will be designed to gain her antenna gain
and to sharpen the directivity against the multi-passes or interference, and/or to development of
signal processing method. The onboard experimentation is executed and finally the possibility on
the development of AIS reception performance on a small boat is discussed and concluded the
onboard AIS reception performance of a small boat to be valuable for a safe navigation and
efficiency operation.
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The CO, emissions from ocean going vessel in 2007 increased by 86% to about nine hundred millions in
comparison with 1990, and it was 3% of global CO, emissions. In case of taking no measures of reducing the
CO, emissions from the ocean going vessel, it of 2050 was assumed to increase six times against 1990.
Therefore, from January 1 in 2013, IMO(International Marine Organization) started to regulate the CO,
emissions from the ocean going vessel. Japanese shipping company and Japanese marine machinery
company had developed the system that reduced the CO, emissions from the ocean going vessel. About the
regulation of the NO, emissions from the ocean going vessel, IMO had the phased regulation of it, and IMO
will do NO, Tier II regulations in 2021.

As concerns the application of renewable energy to vessel, some vessels with photovoltaic panels were
operated by Japanese shipping company. Therefore, the author suggested the application of the fuel cell
system that did not release air pollution gases to vessel.
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The observation at sea for marine meteorology is achieved by weather reports from
merchant ship’s crew every 3 or 6 hours, mainly. However, the number of available
observation data is insufficient for weather forecasting and marine environmental
simulation, compared with landside. Nowadays, the special data collection function is
required if the automatic observation data collection system is installed on ship. But, it is
difficult to install special equipment onto general merchant ship. Therefore, we develop a
prototype marine observation system, which can be installed various types of ships easily
without any special data collection function for improving data collection source and/or
period of the observation at sea. In this paper, a) the configuration of high reliability and
durability marine observation system by using general-purpose PC and general
meteorological / oceanographic sensors, b) outlook of utilizing the data, which collected by

this system, are described.
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